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UCR SCHOLAR, BOOK TO APPEAR AT
PRESTIGIOUS MEXICO BOOK FAIR

Presidential Chair in Anthropology Pro
fessor Carlos Velez-lbahez will attend
The prestigious Feria Internacional del
Libro in Guadalajara, Mexico

Award-winning University of Cali
fornia, Riverside Presidential Chair in
Anthropology Professor Carlos

Velez-Ibanez will attend the presti
gious Feria Internacional del Libro de
Guadalajara, Mexico Nov. 25 to Dec.
3,2000 to discuss the Spanish edition
of his 1997 book “Border Visions.”
The book weaves his family’s his
tory, which criss-crosses between
Arizona and the Mexican State of
Sonora, whilealso tracing migrations
from Mesoamerica to the United
States Southwest from preEuropean
times to the present. “Border Visions”
has contributed to a Mexican surge
of interest about the border region as
evidenced by the author of the pro
logue to the Spanish version, Carlos
Monsivais, an internationally recog
nized Mexican social and literary critic.
Continue on Page 4

POPULAR ANNOUNCER AND
ACTIVIST RECEIVES SURPRISE WELCOME

M^ELCOME HOME

ALFREDO

Alfredo Gonzalez speaking to friends at
a surprise reception in his honor at Casa
Ramona. Gonzalez remarked on his ex
periences in the Inland Empire and his
appreciation for the warm reception.
Photo by lEHN

Seventy-five persons waited pa
tiently on September 14* at Casa
Ramona, San Bernardino, to welcome
back one of the most popular announc
ers and community activist in the In
land Empire.
Alfredo Gonzalez, absent from the
area since 1994, arrived at Casa
Ramona to be greeted by long-time
friends, and embracing him with
strong and lasting hugs, many becom
ing emotional with welcoming com
ments and tears of joy.

After an hour reminiscing with his
many friends, Gonzalez was finally
‘dragged’ to the stage where Mistress
of Ceremonies Esther Estrada, Casa
Ramona director and P' Ward Councilwoman, welcomed him to the com
munity.
Estrada stated that the planning
committee wanted a small group of
friends to greet the popular announcer
instead of a large group. She contin
ued by recalling that in the 1960’s and
1970’s, Gonzalez had the Mercado
del Aire, in which the radio audience
would call in to sell chickens, sinks
and other miscelaneous items and no
person was better suited then
Gonzalez to better sell items over the
radio.
“Alfredo had his large radio audi
ence laughing with his humorous com
ments” and she added that he made
many serious commentaries benefi
cial to the community.
Estrada related that when the lo
cal school district’s board of trustees
decided to close westside schools, the
Continue on Page 9

HATE CRIME ISSUE GAINING LOCAL AND
NATIONAL ATTENTION
By: Jessica Carney

Daemon Castillo, Riverside County of
Education Assistant Superintendent of
Schools, representing the Superinten
dent of Schools, was speaker before a
large audience in Riverside on the Hate
Crime Hearings sponsored by the Attor
ney General’s Office. The public was in
vited to speak on hate crime incidents in
the Inland Empire and panel members
responded to questions by the audi
ences. Photo by lEHN

Community: Residents of San
Bernardino and Riverside counties
gather to discuss an issue that has
gained attention from the State of
California Attorney General’s Civil
Rights Commission with hopes of
boosting reporting and awareness of
hate crimes.
A 12-year-old, Hesperia boy, trickor-treating last Halloween, was at
tacked by white-supremacists who
threatened to “kill all Mexicans,” while
they beat him with golf clubs so badly
that he fell into a coma, lost a kidney
and nearly lost his liver.
It is clear that this was a crime.
But the California Department of Jus
tice defines such an offense as more
than a crime. It was, they say, a hate
crime.
Of the 1,962 reported hate crimes
in California in 1999,60 percent were
motivated by the ethnicity of the vic
tim and 13 percent of the crimes were
committed against Hispanic victims,
according to a study by the California
Department of Justice.

A hate crime is “any criminal aft
or attempted criminal act motivated
by hatred based on race, ethnicity,
religion, gender, sexual orientation or
disability,” as defined in California
Penal Code Section 13023.
While national hate crime laws are still
stuck on the political agenda, waiting
to be passed, laws in California have
already been devised to protect and
punish with regard to hate crimes.
Through these new laws, California
Attorney General Bill Lockyer,
teamed with law enforcement
throughout the state, promises to “help
send a message to those who would
commit these crimes of intolerance
that we, as a society, will not tolerate
such hatred.”
In short, beating a child near death
because his last name is Martinez will
carry with it a new brand of conse
quences and a community-wide intol
erance.
Continue on Page 11
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Inland Entpire Hispanic News
THE CALIFORNIA ENDOWMENT APPOINTS
NEW PROGRAM OFFICER FOR SAN DIEGO
AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES

The California Endowment, the
state’s largest health foundation, re
cently appointed Jose A Marquez, a
new program officer, to work with
community-based organizations in
San Diego, Imperial, San Bernardino
and Riverside counties to identify and
address their health-related needs.
His responsibilities include conduct
ing outreach to organizations to in
crease their awareness of funding
opportunities, review health-related
grant proposals from various south
ern California-based community or
ganizations, develop programs to as
sist underserved communities, and
monitor foundation grants.
Marquez, who is based at The
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Endowment’s San Diego office, pre
viously served as the first executive
director of the Resource Center for
Nonprofit Management which ser
vices Riverside and San Bernardino
counties. Prior to that, he was execu
tive director of the San Bernardino
National Forest Association. Addition
ally, Marquez served as executive di
rector of the American Heart Asso
ciation serving Riverside and San Ber
nardino counties, and was involved in
health care planning and health edu
cation programs for 11 years.
“I am proud and privileged to be at
The Endowment,” said Marquez. “I
look forward to applying my exper
tise and knowledge of these commu
nities to identify and address their
health care needs.”
Marquez is a member of the San
Bernardino chapter of the Rotary Club
and has received numerous awards
for his professional and community
activities. He is a graduate of Cali
fornia State Polytechnic University,
Pomona, where he received his Bach
elor of Science degree in Social Ser
vices.
The California Endowment, the
state’s largest health foundation,
maintains offices in Los Angeles, Sac
ramento, San Francisco, Fresno and
San Diego with staff working through
out the state. The mission of the Cali
fornia Endowment is to expand ac
cess to affordable, quality health care
for underserved individuals and com
munities, and to promote fundamen
tal improvements in the health status
of all Californians. The Endowment
makes grants to organizations and in
stitutions that directly benefit the
health and well-being of the people of
California. For more information on
The Endowment, visit our web site at
www.calendow.org.

YOUTH MAKING MONEY
ENTREPRENEUR
PROGRAM
PROPLE REACHING OUT
(PRO) is a multi-faceted community
empowerment program that provides
Eastside Riverside youth a variety of
programs. PRO is proud to announce
that they are accepting applications for
their Entrepreneur program called
YOUth Maldng Money. This program
will target Eastside youth, (ages 1624 living in the 92507 Zip Code), pro
viding them the guidance and prepa
ration necessary to start their own
business.
Four free training sessions will be
provided by the Inland Empire Small
Business Development Center and
PEOPLE REACHING OUT on
Tuesday, October 3,10,17,24,20(X).

Wednesday, September 27,2000
APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR
STUDENT MEMBER OF THE CALIFORNIA
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Position being filled for the 2001-2002 session
Assemblymember John Longville
(D-CA) announced today that the
California State Board of Education
is accepting applications for a Student
Member of the Board for the 20012002 Session.
The student member serves as a
full voting member of the State Board
of Education. As a Member, the stu
dent will have an impact on the pas
sage of board policies that will effect
the State’s public elementary and sec
ondary schools. Students are required
to attend the Boards two-day meet
ings in Sacramento and special ses
sions as required.
As a Member all transportation
costs will paid. Lodging and meal costs
will be reimbursed in accordance with
state regulations. Additionally, the Stu
dent Member will receive a $100 sti
pend for each day’s service on offi
cial business.

Applicants must be High School
Juniors during the 2000-2001 school
year so that they will serve as Se
niors during the 2001-2002 school
year. The deadline for the application
package to be completed and post
marked is October 6,2000. Interested
students should contact Enrique R.
Acuna, Field Representative, in the
district office at 201 North E. Street,
Suite 205, San Bernardino, CA 92401.
The phone number (909) 388-1413.
Assembly member Longville was
elected to the California State Assem
bly in 1998 to represent the 62'"' As
sembly District. He is currently Chair
of the Assembly Committee on Elec
tions, Reapportionment and Constitu
tional Amendments and member of
the Assembly Committees on; Trans
portation, Governmental Organization,
Judiciary and Local Government.

The Crafton Hills College (CHC) faculty, staff, administrators and students
held a reception for recently appointed San Bernardino Community College
District (SBCCD) Chancellor Donald F. Averil, presenting him with a variety
of welcoming gifts. Pictured with Averill are CHC’s 2000-2001 student sena
tors and club officers. They are, left to right, Melissa Mesku CHC senator.
Interclub Council; Nicole Clotfelter of Redlands, senator of social events; Kristin
Trammell, senator at large; Cynthia Martinez, historian; Josh Le Vesque, senator
of social events; Kristy Salazar, student executive vice president; Kyle Mares,
student vice president of academic affairs; SBCCD Chancellor Averill; Rob
ert Locke, senator at large; Rebecca Lowrey, ad hoc senator of social events;
Corey MacVie, student vice president of external affairs; and David Phillips,
CHC Student Senate president. The CHC Student Senate presented Averill
with a desk plaque reminiscent of the one which stood on Harry Truman’s
desk in the White House with the message “The Buck Stops Here.” Averill,
expressed enthusiasm about serving as SBCCD’s new chancellor and said he
looked forward to working with the colleges in the district and the local com
munities. Averill began serving as the SBCCD’s chancellor this July.
All sessions are held at the Small Busi
ness Development Center from 46p.m. and the instructor is Steve
McAdams.
Youth who successfully complete
all four training sessions (which in
cludes developing their own business
plan) will be eligible to apply for a
Mini-Grant to begin their business.
Grants up to $1,000 will be awarded
on a competitive basis.
Special Guest presentations will be
given by the following YOUth Mak

ing Money graduates/entrepreneurs:
George Montanez of Matrix Studios,
Cristine Newton of Twisted Accents
and Hugo Perez of Herm’s Lawn
Service of Corona. These entrepre
neurs range in age from 18 to 20.
An application/contract must be
completed and received in the PRO
Office by September 27,2000 to par
ticipate. Attendance is limited.
For more information or to request
a.class application/flyer, please call
Gloria Lopez at PRO (909) 686-8946
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LIEBERMAN ANNOUNCES OPPOSITION TO
PROP 38 - DRAPER SCHOOL VOUCHER
INITIATIVE
VP Candidate Tells Los Angeles Times Draper Voucher Initia
tive Will Hurt Public Schools
Democratic Vice Presidential
Nominee Joseph Lieberman voiced
his opposition to California’s Prop 38,
The Draper school voucher initiative
in an exclusive interview in the Los
Angeles Times. Lieberman, who has
supported more limited, targeted
voucher proposals in the past, says he
opposes California’s Draper school
voucher initiative because it is to ex
treme and will abandon California’s
public schools
“As I understand this proposition
in California, it is not means-tested,”
Lieberman told the Times. “I can’t see
how it would not drain the public
schools of large amounts of their fi
nancial support. That’s why I would
not support it. Our hope that we should
make our public schools excellent for
all of our children, including the poor
est children.”
Lieberman is yet another voucher
supporter who opposes Prop 38 in
California. Others include the Howard
Jarvis Taxpayers Association, John

Coons and Stephen Sugarman of the
conservative Pacific Research Insti
tute, and Stanford scholar Terry Moe.
California Governor Gray Davis
calls Propositions 38 a “big detour in
the wrong direction.” Davis is part of
the large, diverse coalition of parents
educators, community, ethnic and busi
ness organizations opposed to Prop.
38. The coalition includes the Califor
nia State PTA, California Business
Roundtable, AARP, California Teach
ers Association and the League of
Women Voters.
Prop 38 is authored by Tim Draper,
a Silicon Valley billionaire, who has
pledged to spend $40 million to pass
this initiative.
The Draper school voucher initia
tive will:
• Abandon neighborhood schools.
• Cost taxpayers billions of dollars.
• Allow taxpayer-funded schools to
discriminate against children based on
gender, religion, language, physical or
mental disability, and ability to pay

LATINO VOTE 2000 IN RIVERSIDE
Southwest Voter Registration Project
has launched Latino Vote 2000, a campaign
to register nearly 1.5 million new Latino
voters in 23 states in time for the next
presidential election. A successful drive
would result in 8 million registered Latino
voters, the largest minority voting block
in the country. The number of Latino vot
ers increased to over 6.6 million in 1996,
making Latinos the population with the
most rapid increase in registration and vot
ing numbers in the United States.
The campaign motto is Su Voto Es Su
\bz (Your Vote is Your Voice), and its mis
sion is to further the political empower
ment of U. S. Latinos.
Persons are reminded that Oct 10, is
the last day to register if they are plan
ning to vote in the Nov 7 elections.

The following is a list of venues where
persons may register:
Jurupa Unified Schooi District
Wednesday, September 27, 5:00 PM
Riverside Municipal Auditorium
UCR Mecha Bienvenida
Wednesday, September 27,
6:00 - 9:00 PM
UCR Watkins 1000 787-3821
iniand Regional Center
674 Briar Road San Bdno
Thursday, September 28,
9:00 - 12:00PM
Business Expo, Sponsored by
Mexican Council

TECHNOLOGY ADANCEMENT MANAGER
$6,851 - $8,331 Monthly
Join one of the most technologically sophisticated environmental
agencies in the country. South Coast Air Quality Management District
(AQMD) is hiring two managers in Science & Technology Advancement
one responsible for technology demonstration projects, the other
fortechnology implementation projects. Competitively qualified
candidates will have an advanced degree in engineering, the physical
sciences, or environmental planning, significant management/
supervisory experience involving grants administration of advanced
technology R&D or incentive & commercialization projects, technical
expertise in advanced vehicle and other types of emission-reducing
technologies, excellent communication skills dealing with technically
complex matters, and a demonstrated ability to develop effective working
relationships with federal, state and local agencies, industry groups,
research communities, environmental groups and the public. Separate
applications are required for each position. Apply by October 20th to be
assured consideration.
For details and application package,
access www.aqmd.gov,e-mail hr@aqmd.gov,
or call (909) 396-2800 Tues. - Fri. An EEO employer

Wednesday, September 27,2000
SCE AGAIN RANKS AMONG TOP
COMPANIES FOR LATINAS
For the second straight year. South
ern California Edison (SCE) ranks as
one of America’s “50 best companies
for Latinas to work for the U.S.,”
according to a report in the August/
September issue of LATINA Style
Magazine.
Approximately 600 U.S. corpora
tions were evaluated for the report.
SCE, an Edison International com
pany, was the only electric utility
ranked among the magazine’s top 50
companies which were not given a
numerical ranking on the list.
Companies were evaluated based
upon issues identified by LATINA
Style as most important to its read
ers, among them a company’s num
ber of Latina executives, mentoring
programs, Latinas on the board of di
rectors educational opportunities, ben
efits, and women’s issues
For SCE, the LATINA Style dis
tinction comes on the heels of another
high ranking. The July 10,2000, issue
of Fortune magazine ranked SCE as
one of America’s “50 best companies
for minorities,” the third straight year

the publication has designated the util
ity as a top company.
“We’re pleased that LATINA Style
has again recognized Edison for its
ethnically diverse work force,” said
Stephen E. Frank, SCE chairman,
president and CEO. “We firmly be
lieve that from top to bottom, our util
ity work force should reflect the rich
diversity of the consumer base and
communities we serve in Southern
California.:
At SCE, one of the nation’s larg
est electric utilities, ethnic minority
employees make up almost 43% of
the company’s total work force, and
26% of its officials and managers.
Minority representation on the board
of directors is 25%.
Said Frank Quevedo, SCE’s vice
president of equal opportunity: “It’s
always gratifying to be recognized as
a model for diversity .-This latest rank
ing also is a validation of Edison’s ef
forts to respond to employee needs,
such as work-life balance, dependent
child care support, and educational and
leadership opportunities.”

Thursday/Friday, September 28-29,
10:00 - 4:00 PM
Radisson Hotel/Carousel Mall

Riverside County Registrar of Voters
List of organizations currently register
ing voters
1. Catholic Charities, Ms Belinda
Romero
2. UCR GEARS Center
3. UCR Chicano Student Programs:
Alfredo Figueroa
4. HACEMOS Union of Latino Employ
ees of Pacific Bell: Lorena Romero
5. Latino Lawyers Association: Ms Mercy
Gomez
6. People Reaching out: Gloria Lopez
7. Ninos del Sol, Norma Cortez

UCR Block Party, Student Life
Friday, September 29, 5:00 - 10:00 PM
University and Canyon Crest 787-7344
Family Service Assoc Health Fair
Saturday, September 30, 8:00 - 1:30
PM
Mission Avenue, 686-3706
Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Central Ave
Sunday, October 1, 10:00, 11:30 AM
California Prevention Summit 2000
(Need to confirm)
Monday - Tuesday,
October 2-3, All Day
Riverside Convention Center; And the

To reach the Latino Vote 2000 Riverside and
volunteer please contact 686.VOTE (8683)
OR e-mail svreDriv@oacbell.net
"SVREP Riverside LATINO VOTE 2000
Francisco Soia. Vjsot
Damaris Perez, Coordinator
Armando Gonzalez-Caban, Treasurer
Lilia Acevedo, Co-Chair

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSAL
TO PROVIDE AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND
PREPARE DIGITAL TOPOGRAPHIC MAPPING
OF FT. IRWIN ROAD
The San Bernardino County Department of Public Works (Department)
is seeking the professional services of an aerial and photogrammetric
firm to provide aerial photography and prepare digital
topographic mapping of Ft. Irwin Road.
The limits of the work will extent from interstate 15 to the Ft. Irwin
boundary, a distance of approximately 22 miles along Ft. Irwin Road.
The mapping requirements will include interpreting approximately 103
one-foot contour interval models, for the limits specified above at 600
ft. total width centered on the roadway, as delineated on the enclosed
exhibit. The Department will supply surveying, with controls
targeted for analytical aerotriangulation.
Firms with demonstrated experience in aerial topography and mapping
projects as described above are encouraged to respond to the
Request for Qualifications/Proposal should you wish to receive a copy
of the RFP, please call (909) 387-7938. The deadline for the
Department's receipt of the proposal is 4-.00 p.m., October 12, 2000
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COME HOME TO THE HOME

UCR SCHOLAR, BOOK TO APPEAR AT
PRESTIGIOUS MEXICO BOOK FAIR

Serving the Community Since 1922

Continued from Page 1

The English language edition re
ceived the National Association of
University Librarians’ “Choice”
award for Outstanding Academic
Book in Social and Behavioral Sci
ences for 1997.
The book’s presentation at the
Guadalajara book fair is a confirma
tion of its impact on Latin American
and Iberian authors. The books pre
sented are by invitation only.
“Border Visions” details how
Spanish colonists used ancient Na
tive-American trade routes and estab
lished towns stretching north from
Southern Mexico to the present-day
states of New Mexico and later Ari
zona, Texas and California. This oc
curred about the time English colonists
were getting a foothold on America’s
eastern seaboard. Those routes,
which connected Mexico and the U.S.
Southwest culturally and economically,
are still used, he said.
“The book in Mexico has taken off,
mostly because people there didn’t
know this,” Velez-Ibanez said. The
ongoing connections between Mexico
and the U.S. Southwest have been
maintained by the continuous flow in
both directions of commerce, culture,^^
and people across the region. That
flow has blurred the traditional visions

The Home of Neighborly Service, 839
N. Mt Vernon Avenue, announced the
opening of its Homework Assistance
Center, an expansion of the Home” on
going after school program.
The new Homework Center Program
is a collaboration between the city of
Readers, Arrowhead Credit Union and
the Home of Neighborly Service.
Computers and Software have been
donated by the Arrowhead Credit
Union. The City of Readers will pro
vide liaison between the Home and the
San Bernardino City Unified School
District.
Middle School Students are the fo
cus of the program; however, elemen

of the international boundary, an arti
ficial concept, the book contends.
Velez-Ibanez used materials from
a variety of disciplines to document
the “search for cultural space and
place” of ancient and contemporary
Mexicans in the border region.
He hopes the book may help shape
public policy. It is being read in the
Mexican Foreign Affairs Ministry and
in Mexican Consular offices in the
U.S., he said. “I hope that their U.S.
counterparts do the same.”
Velez-Ibanez has received numer
ous outstanding national awards. Most
recently, he was awarded the Presi
dential Chair in Anthropology at UCR
July. Selected in 1997 as one of the
100 most influential Hispanic in the
U.S. by Hispanic Business, he was a
Visiting Scholar at the Universidad
Iberoamericana, Mexico City in Feb
ruary; and was the Visiting Scholar at
the UC, San Diego Center for U.S.
Mexico Studies in 1999-2000. He was
formally a Fellow at the Center for
Advanced Studies in the Behavioral
Sciences at Stanford in 1994-95.
Carlos Velez-Ibanez can be
reached at (909) 787-5018. He can
be reached by 3-mail at
carlos. velez@ucr.edu.

tary students are also welcome, ex
cluding pre-schoolers. Students can
participate for assistance with home
work and tutoring in specific subject
areas.
The Center will be open from 3:00
to 6:00 P.M. Monday thru Thursday
to begin with, and will perhaps ex
tend hours as needs are indicated.
Students register when they first
attend and will be scheduled for spe
cific times and days. Parents are urged
to attend the first session with their
children to sign the necessary permis
sion forms. Call for further informa
tion the Home at (909) 885-3491.

RAPE CRISIS CENTER TO EXPAND SERVICES:
SPANISH SELF DEFENSE CLASS
The Rape Crisis Center will be sponsoring its first Self-Defense
class offered in Spanish to the community. The Class will be taught
by Maria Evens, who has 35 years of Martial Arts experience
resulting in 5 black belts.

What: A two-part training basic self -defense class
When: October 21®‘and October 28“*
When: YWCA located at 8172 Magnolia Ave. Riverside, CA
Time: 12:00PM to 4:00PM
Contact: Rebecca M. Melendez (909) 686-7273
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GRAND TERRACE RESIDENT WINS USE OF
NATURAL GAS VEHICLE IN SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY CONTEST

Bill Torres, left, National Gas Vehicle Training and Support Manager, The Gas Com
pany, orients Magdalene Gonzalez, Grand Terrace resident, on the use of natural
gas. Gonzalez was presented with a F-150 Ford truck to be used for a period of three
months, which, according to the Gas Company, will decrease roundtrip commute
time in job-related trips because of AB71, enabling drivers the use of HOV lines.

As part of their 5 millionth meter
celebration, Southern California Gas
Company (The Gas Company), in
conjunction with The Ford Motor
Company, presented Grand Terrace
resident Magdaleno Gonzalez with a
natural gas-powered F-150 Ford
Truck on Tuesday, September 5.
Gonzalez was selected from more
than 13,500 contest entrants to win use
of the top-of-the-line truck for five
million meters (equivalent to 3,000
miles) or three months, whichever
comes first.
The contest was sponsored by the
Gas Company as a way of saying
thanks to its customers. Contestants
registered to win use of one of three
natural gas vehicles (NGVs), includ
ing the Ford Truck, a Honda Civic GX
and a Toyota Camry. Three winners
were chosen in mid-August.
Winning use of the natural gaspowered truck also means that
Gonzalez, who works for a La Puentebased company and faces a 35-mile
roundtrip commute on the 60 FWY

each day, will now be able to decrease
the time he spends on the road.
NGV’s burn cleaner than their
gasoline counterparts, emitting up to
95 percent less pollution. Cheaper fuel
and lower maintenance costs also
make them more economical. For the
past 18 months, fuel for NGVs has
averaged around $ 1.10 for a gasoline
gallon equivalent, compared to up
wards of $1.60 and rising per gallon
of gasoline. This works out to a sav
ings of $5 or more with each fill up.
In addition, natural gas’ octane rating
of 130, compared with the 87 to 92
rating of gasoline, ensures that NGVs
have as much power and efficiency
as standard cars.
Southern California Gas Company
is the nation’s largest natural gas dis
tribution utility, serving more than 18
million people through 5 million
meters. The company’s service terri
tory encompasses more than 23,000
square miles throughout central and
Southern California.
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POSTAL INSPECTORS WARN OF FRAUD
AGAINST HISPANICS are undetermined.
Postal Inspectors announced today
that Hispanic homeowners are recent
targets of fraud involving home loans.
According to spokesperson Terry L.
Thome, it is believed that over 2,200
individuals were mailed Spanish let
ters indicating that their home loan had
been transferred and to redirect pay
ments starting September 1 to a new
Los Angeles address.
The letters specifically targeted Hispanics by stating, “Para Nuestros
Clientes De Habla Hispana.’’ The let
ters stated that incentive programs
consisting of free financing would be
offered, especially for Hispanic fami
lies.
Thome advised that Postal Inspec
tors have identified at least two banks.
First Federal Bank of California and
Washington Mutual Bank, whose cus
tomers received the letters. Banks are
encouraged to send a fraud alert to
their customers warning of the recent
scam. Losses and number of victims

Consumers should be wary if they
receive any letter in the mail advising
that their home loan service is chang
ing. Beware of form letters that do
not include a date, old loan number or
name of the former loan institution.
Thome suggests contacting the origi
nal lender to verify the legitimacy of
the notification letter. Loan institutions
normally notify customers using their
official letterhead if any changes are
anticipated.
Other tips include contacting the
“new” lender by telephone to obtain
names and additional information. If
you insist on sending money to the new
company, use certified mail and do not
send cash.
Anyone believed to be a victim of
this scheme should immediately con
tact his or her lending institution. Vic
tims of any type of mail fraud can re
port it to the U.S. Postal Inspection
Service, Southern California Division
at (626)405-1200

DAVIS COMMITTEE RELEASES POLL
CONFIRMING BIG GORE LEAD IN STATE
A survey completed for Gov. Gray
Davis’ political committee shows Vice
President A1 Gore continues to enjoy a
solid lead among California voters over
Texas Gov. George W. Bush:
AIGore 49
George Bush 36
Ralph Nader 5
Pat Buchanan 1
Don’t know 9
Gore’s margin in the Davis poll mir
rors the most recent Field Poll, which gave
the vice president an identical 13-point
lead, 50-37. That survey was conducted
Aug. 18-22, right after the Democratic
National Convention concluded in Los
Angeles
j
“I hope Bush keeps coming to Cali
fornia spending his precious time and re

sources,” said Garry South, senior politi
cal adviser to Davis and an adviser to the
Gore campaign in California, noting that
the Republican nominee begins another
multi-day trip to California on Wednes
day. “We haven’t even gotten started on
him yet on the issues of a woman’s right
to choose, guns and the environment, and
Bush still can’t mustpr 40 percent in any
poll.”
Conducted by Davis’ pollster,
Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin & Associates,
the survey is based on telephone inter
views with a representative statewide
sample of 800 likely voters Sept. 5-10.
The margin of sampling error for the poll
is +/-3 percent

VC an As

ccnrc

Not only does security lighting pay to keep your business safe at night, it
can also pay you cash.
Through Riverside Public Utilities' Outdoor Security
Lighting Program, qualified business customers can
receive annual incentives up to $500 for replacing older
inefficient security lighting with new energy efficient
fixtures.
Your business will be able to offset the costs of purchasing the new lighting
and benefit from reduced energy consumption and lower electric bills.

The Kiwanis Club of Greater San Bernardino held its 32"“ Annual Installation of
Officers and Dinner at the Arrowhead Country Club, San Bernardino on Sep
tember 16, 2000. Pictured, I to r, are newly installed officers: Jess Vizcaino,
President, Reyes (Rocket) Rios, President-elect, Marie Arakaki, Vice-president,
Terri Bishop, Treasurer, Manuel Hernandez, Secretary and Joe Rodriguez, Im
mediate Past President. The Kiwanis Club is one of the most active service
organizations in the Cal-Neva District and is the recipient of a large number of
awards for its community service.

For more information on the Outdoor Security
Lighting Program, contact a Business Development
Representative today at (909) 826-5485.
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Real people.

Real needs.

Real benefits.

6

_________ ________________ _____ Profile in Action

Inland Empire Hispanic News
SEEKING SOCIAL JUSTICE FROM ALL
ANGLES: ALFREDO FIGUEROA
By: Jessic9 Carney

Alfredo Figueroa of Blythe, California a
long time activist.

He wears many hats, but has just
one name: Alfredo Figueroa.
You may have heard of Alfredo
Figueroa, the driftwood stone miner
who owned and operated a quarry in
Blythe, CA, continuing a six-genera
tion legacy started by his IndigenousChicano ancestors on the Colorado
River Indian Reservation.
As a political coordinator for the
Mexican-American Political Associa
tion and the Democratic Patty, Alfredo
Figueroa may have come to your door,
persuading you to register and vote.
Maybe you witnessed Alfredo
Figueroa’s efforts to assist the United
Farmworkers Organizing Committee,
working along Cesar Chavez as a la
bor organizer for the Coachella Val
ley.
Perhaps you’ve read about
Alfredo Figueroa the community
leader and civil rights activist who
started the first private school to help
Chicano farm worker children leam
about their heritage.
You may hum historical, cultural
songs performed by Alfredo Figueroa
the folkloric singer and guitarist.
While Alfredo’s life story is as
complex as it is spirited, it is far from
over.
A fiery man at age 66, Alfredo
lives in Blythe, CA with his wife
Demesia and their nine children, 22
grandchildren and one great-grand
child.
Alfredo has dedicated his life to
two goals: Searching to uncover the
history of his native land and of his
cultural heritage; And cultivating the
future, fighting the injustices that
plague minorities.
“Seek the roots of the truth,”
Alfredo declares, quoting an idiom
from the ancient Myan language.

Your boss is your greatest enemy
Following his father’s advice that,
“your boss is your greatest enemy,”

Alfredo worked for himself for 45
years at Figueroa Bros mining com
pany and Figueroa Driftwood stone
mining quarry.
While Blythe is a town dominated
by wealthy growers - who are the
major employers in the area - and
immigrant farm workers, racial ten
sions abound. Alfredo knew self-suf
ficiency was the best reprieve, but he
did not stop fighting for those who
needed him.
Labor rises up
In 1960, Alfredo joined the Agri
cultural Worker Organizing Commit
tee (AWOC) lettuce strike as a vol
unteer organizer. The motive was to
organize the union and expose the
unjust treatment of workers.
The AWOC was striving for bet
ter working conditions and basic em
ployment necessities. Finally, in De
cember of 1964, public law changed
to abolish the slave-like working con
ditions for the immigrant laborers.
In 1965 Alfredo joined forced with
United Farm Workers Association
leader Cesar Chavez, where he or
ganized campesinos to fight for their
rights as farm workers and their need
for the union to protect them.
While working with Chavez,
Alfredo was brutally beaten by two
police officers inside a Blythe restau
rant. Four years later, in 1967, Alfredo
became the first Chicano to win a
police brutality lawsuit in California
against the Blythe Police Department.
His case became a cause celebre in
the Civil Rights Movement and ap
peared in the 1970 publication of the
“Mexican Americans and the Admin
istration of Justice in the Southwest,”
a report of the United States Civil
Rights Commission.
Minorities enter the political
arena

Putting his ideals into action,
Alfredo organized his community and
provided people with information to
build what he hoped would be “a strong
and politically conscious group of
people ready to combat die undermin
ing and destructive forces within so
ciety, forces that have kept La Raza
and other minorities out of the politi
cal arena for so many years.”
Rallying behind Robert Kennedy in
1968, Alfredo headed a group of
Chicanos to elect Kennedy for presi
dent. Active in the Democratic Party,
Alfredo actively promoted registration
and voting along with his wife, the first
Chicana to register to vote in Blythe.
“Seventy million people didn’t vote in
the last election,” asserts Alfredo. “All
they need is a little push to understand
the circumstances.”
So that the voices of his people
would be heard, Alfredo served as the
coordinator for the Mexican-Ameri
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can Political Association from 1963
through 1973.
Since 1960, MAPA has been dedi
cated to the constitutional and demo
cratic principle of political freedom
and representation for the Mexican
and Hispanic people of the United
States of America.
“Only by penetrating the system
can we move our issues to the top of
the agenda. That is why Latinos and
Latinas across the country must claim
a place in the political arena,” touts
MAPA’s website.
And Alfredo agrees:
“MAPA helps with all the things
we are fighting for,” he said.
Through his involvement in MAPA
and the country’s Housing Urban
Development grants, Alfredo and his
brothers were able to secure the de
velopment of water and sewer ser
vices for their neighborhood. Barrio
Cuchillo. They also worked to build
100 new homes for low-income fami
lies in their barrio.
A school for the people
In 1972, a student at Blythe Middle
School was physically grabbed and
thrown out of a classroom by the
school’s principal for holding a
MEChA Club meeting. That student,
Alfredo’s daughter, led her brother,
sister and 100 other Chicanos to a
walk out in protest of the public school
system’s unfair treatment of Chicano
students.
While Alfredo was in Los Ange
les working at the United Farm Work

ers boycott, his children were running
a four-week picket line in front of the
school. By the fifth week, the students
were attending classes at the local
park, taught by sympathetic teachers
and students from the University of
California, Riverside and California
State University, San Bernardino.
The 1972 pickets and eventual les
sons in the park led to Alfredo’s for
mation of Escuela De La Raza Unida,
the school where all nine of Alfredo
and Demesia’s children graduated.
“You can have more intensity and
more impact on the students here,”
explained Raymond Maestas, a UCR
graduate and teacher of Spanish and
government classes for the Escuela
De La Raza Unida. “You give the stu
dents more pride because you teach
them their culture and their history and
at the same time you gave the Ameri
can perspective.”
Alfredo concurred:
‘To make it in this culture, you have
to have an education.”
Musica, musica
Sifting through photos, flyers,
books and newspaper clippings,
Alfredo unravels his life’s work, dedi
cated to civil rights. Through it all,
Alfredo’s companion has been his
guitar.
At speeches, marches, celebra
tions and ceremonies, Alfredo has
played his guitar and belted his songs
in the name of La Raza.
Continue on Page 10

CLERH TYPIST II AMD CLERK TYPIST II / BIUHGUAL
(SPANISH)
$2,250.00 PER MONTH (8 hours equivalent) - Clerk Typist II with
an additional $50... per month Bilingual/Biliterate stipend for
designated bilingual position. The immediate designated bilingual
vacancies are at Casey Elementary School (8 hours, 12 months),
Garcia Elementary School (6 hours/lLS months),
and Jehue Middle School (6 hours, 10 months).
Thi$ recruitment will also establish an eligibility list
for future vacancies in these two positions.
REQUIREMENTS:
Verification of high school diploma or equivalent Including and/
or supplemented by training or course work in basic computer
applications, data entry, record management and general office
practices, verification of high school diploma, transcripts
showing graduation or a GED certification must be presented at
the time of application; one year of paid experience performing
varied general office or clerical work; 45 wpm typing from clear
copy; a valid California driver's license, and a standard Red Cross
First Aid Certificate may be required within the first six months
of employment, and knowledge of written and oral Spanish. THE
VACANCIES WILL BE OFFERED TO THE SUCCESSFUL APPUCAHTS
CONTINGENT UPON PASSING A PRE-PLACEMENT PHYSICAL
EXAMINATION AND RECEIPT OF CAUFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE INFORMATION INDICATING THAT THE APPUCANT IS HOT
PROHIBNED FROM BEING EMPLOYED. Qualified applicants must
file a District application on or before 4.-00 p.m. on FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 6,2000 at the Rialto Unified School District,
182 E. Walnut Ave., Rialto, CA.
RESUMES WIU NOT BE ACCEPTED IN UEU OF THE APPUCATION
(909) 820-7700.
AH EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
THE RIALTO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT IS A DRUG-FREE,
TOBACCO-FREE WORKPLACE"

Profile in Action
Inland Empire Hispanic News
WORKING WITHIN A SYSTEM THAT DID
NOT WORK FOR HIM: MIGUEL FIGUEROA.
By: Jessica Carney

Miguel Figueroa and his wife, Elisa, will be celebrating 50 years of marriage in June
1, 2001. Figueroa, recently retired from the Postal Service, has been actively in
volved in civil rights and community affairs since the late 1940's in the Blythe area,
and specifically fighting the internal abuses within the Post Office.

“Can you guess where this picture
was taken?” asks Miguel Figueroa, re
vealing a well-preserved photograph
of a 1937 kindergarten class.
The faces of thirty Hispanic chil
dren and one African American
smiled into the camera as they made
up the entire class. A reasonable an
swer would be that the picture was
taken in Mexico.
“This was taken in Blythe, Califor
nia,” says Miguel wryly. “It was called
the American School. The govern
ment was trying to ‘Americanize’ the
minorities. My mom refused to enroll
me there.”
Miguel’s mother, Elisa, a true native
of Arizona, a member of the
Chemehuevi tribe, knew the experi
ence of being ‘Americanized’ and did
not want that for her children.
“Back then you just didn’t have much
of a chance,” explains Miguel. “From
what I’ve seen in the growth of
youngsters that are segregated is that
you stunt their growth.”
From his earliest childhood memo
ries to his most recent, Miguel has
looked into the face of discrimination
and, on all accounts, he has not
flinched. On a path taken mainly by
white people - education and civil ser
vice - Miguel moved along despite
efforts to hold him back.

A rocky road to success
When his family moved from Ari
zona to Blythe, Miguel was advanced
from the fourth-grade to the seventhgrade because of his academic level.
His interest in education continued
through high school and developed into
plans to attend Palo Verde College
with hopes of transferring to Califor
nia State University at San Jose.
Working to save money for the tuition
4t California State University at San
Jose, Miguel took a job with the post
office in 1950.

While Miguel is very proud of his
father, a native of Sonora, Mexico
who started a still-flourishing mining
business, he did not follow in his
father’s footsteps the way his broth
ers did. Three of Miguel’s brothers
spent their lives mining and one
brother died in a mineshaft.
“I’d see the fear that my mom
went through every time those bells
would ring to signal an accident in the
mine,” said Miguel, recalling how the
women in the mining town would grab
their rosaries and begin to pray every
time the news came that there was
trouble in the mine. “I saw too much
of that and I hated to get too close to
a mine.”
Since Miguel’s job at the post of
fice was supposed to be reserved for
war veterans, Miguel says he really
had to work hard to keep his job.
“There were 1,248 post office
boxes and 348 rural boxes. I memo
rized them all, names and addresses,
because I knew I had to hustle. My
mom helped me study with index
cards,” he said.

The Union comes to Blythe
Confident in his job performance
and supervisor’s approval, Miguel did
not hesitate when representatives
from the West Coast Regional Letter
Carriers and Mail Clerks Union ap
proached him to help develop a char
ter in Blythe.
“Everybody was afraid to join a
union back then, in the days of
McCarthy,” recalls Miguel. “But we
did want to be regular employees, not
temporary. We wanted due compen
sation and overtime.”
For the charter meeting, Miguel
helped round up fellow postal employ
ees to get involved in the union. At
the age of 20, Miguel was unani
mously chosen for president of the
Blythe chapter of the union and

—
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awarded with a copy of the much- from home, Miguel maintains that his
prized Postal Rules and Regulations first love and first priority has always
Book.
been his family.
But, his celebrating was shortMiguel has been married to his wife
lived. The next day at work the Post- . Eloisa for 50 years. Together they
master accused Miguel of being a raised five boys and two girls. Their
communist and because it was the oldest son Mike graduated from
time of the Red Scare this was cause Aztlan University and now works in
construction in Blythe. Their son
to fire him on the spot.
After toiling and deliberating with Cuauhtemoc is working for the A1
the Blythe post office, the union, and Gore campaign in New Mexico. Their
federal government regulators for one son Alfredo heads the Hispanic stud
year, Miguel was reinstated and com ies program at the University of Cali
fornia, Riverside while their son Joe
pensated for his lost wages.
Richard works as a correstion officer
Short-lived vindication
By January of 1953, Miguel, then at a state prison near Fresno. Daugh
just 21-years-old, was promoted to ter Adelina is a homemaker in Blythe
Postmaster and officially became the and daughter Sylvia is as a councilor
for a teen pregnancy center. Their
youngest Postmaster in the U.S.
Despite his prominent position, Miguel youngest son Lazaro is in law school
said he was excluded from member in San Francisco.
Working to educate Hispanics
ship in the Rotary or Lion’s clubs and
Since his retirement from the post
the Republican Party because of his
office, Miguel has worked as the Val
Mexican heritage.
Miguel became active in the Verde School District community re
Democratic Party and worked with source officer, lobbying in Sacramento
his brother Alfredo to motivate for school issues. Miguel says he has
Chicanos to vote locally and nation helped the district overcome disorga
ally. At Blythe City Hall, Miguel and nization of nine schools as well as a
Alfredo successfully rallied the towns lot of problems with guns, drugs, de
people to lobby for water and sewer linquencies, truancies and misfit stu
dents.
improvements in Blythe.
He also helps recruit Hispanic stu
“I couldn’t ignore the problems and
social injustices. I became something dents for UCR with the belief that
pretty important among Chicano education can alleviate poor social sta
circles,” explains Miguel.
tus.
“When you’re poor, the only an
Unfortunately, Miguel said, the re
spect he earned in Chicano circles was swer to your success is education and
not paid to him by his fellow postal you don’t have to be rich to have a
workers. “In my two years as post good mind.”
master I received seven inspections
per year. The normal amount is one
or two. They were trying to find fault SEASONAL HELP
with my leadership.”
JOB FAIRS OFFER
When fraudulent claims were
made about his management of postal HOLIDAY JOBS
operations, Miguel was again fired. Put a paycheck under your tree this
Copious court battles and the help of holiday season! The County of San
Robert Kennedy in Washington, D.C. Bernardino Jobs & Employment Ser
again restored him to his post. After vices Department has three seasonal
the civil rights movement of the 1960’s, help job fairs scheduled for Saturday,
the social climate in the U.S. changed October 7, 2000. Held at the Inland
so much so that Miguel was brought Center Mall in San Bernardino, The
in by the Western Regional Postmas Mall of Victor Valley in Victorville and
ter to serve as a trouble-shooter for the Montclair Plaza in Montclair, the
labor relations in 1970. Miguel stayed job fairs will bring in a wide variety of
with the post office until he retired in employers looking for extra help to get
1982.
them through the holiday rush. Em

Life lessons learned
Miguel insists that there is a les
son to be learned from his experience
that exceeds awareness of racism;
‘The reasons Chicanos are in the state
we’re in now is because of no educa
tion, very little money and not fighting
for what we want. I knew I was never
going to rest until I had no strength.”
Although his work with the post of
fice and his political activism, includ
ing work as the southern area direc
tor for the Mexican American Politi
cal Association (MAPA) and collabo
ration with Cesar Chavez on labor
union lobbying, has taken him away

ployers will be on hand to discuss a
variety of employment opportunities
from I0:00a.m. to 4:00p in. at all three
mall locations.
Job seekers are encouraged to dress
appropriately and to bring a resume
or master application with their perti
nent information. Don’t miss the
chance to cash in on a great job
through the holidays and make your
season a little brighter! For more in
formation, contact the County of San
Bernardino, Jobs & Employment Ser
vices Department at
1-800-451JOBS or visit their web site at
www.jesd.com.
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Inland Empire Hispanic News
SEMANA DE MEXICO SCHEDULED FOR
HISPANIC MONTH

The Consul de Mexico Juan Jose
Salgado, in conjunction with the City
of San Bernardino and Inland Em
pire Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
has announced a celebration of La
Semana de Mexico scheduled for
Monday, September 28* and Friday,
September 29*, 2000.
On Thursday, September 28*,

Sisters Schools Program at Sturges
Auditorium, San Bernardino and cul
tural show at,the Carousel Mall, San
Bernardino.
On Friday, September 29* a “Ohtli
Awards” dinner and dance at the
Radisson Hotel, San Bernardino, with
the Mariachi Los Dorados de Villa and
La Choya.
On Thursday, and Friday, Septem
ber 28* and 29*, an International
Trade Shop is scheduled at the
Radisson Hotel and a Latino Business
Expo, both in the City of San Bernar
dino.
Presentations by the states of Baja
California, Guerrero and Jalisco will
be made throughout the Semana de
Mexico, in addition to trade shows and
workshops.
For information, call the Consul de
Mexico at (909) 889-9837, Cecilia
Larios at (909) 889-9786 or Martin
Valdez at (909)888-2188.

Cultural Events

FIESTA DE LA FAMILIA- RIVERSIDE,
SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 7TH

The press-Enterprise will present
its third annual Fiesta de la Familia
event on Saturday, October 7 in
Riverside’s Fairmount Park from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. The event is a celebra
tion of Hispanic Heritage month. The
Fiesta features live entertainment on
four stages, children’s activities, fine
art and handcrafted items, a health fair,
food booths, commercial displays and
information on educational opportuni
ties and programs. There is no charge
for admission or parking.
Fiesta (Main) stage performers
scheduled to date include Lalo
Guerrero, Little Joe y La Familia,
Yesenia Flores, Caravana, and the
Susie Hansen Latin Band. Other
stages will feature folklorico dance

groups, animal shows and cooking
demonstrations. A salsa dance con
test for adults and a soccer contest
for children will also be featured.
More than 80 vendor booths will
be on site representing local nonprofit
organizations, restaurants, schools and
businesses. Fiesta-goers can enjoy
freshly prepared food, shop for
handcrafted items, get information
from local businesses and select from
a variety of health screenings. Free
pony rides, train rides and a petting
zoo will also be on hand.
For additional information about the
Fiesta de la Familia, call (909) 3207811 or visit the event website,
www.fiestadelafamilia.com.
F
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Need help finding a hospital?
Call for the free brochure,

^‘Helping You Choose
A Hospital”
630.792.5800

or go IQ www.icaho.org
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The Sinfonia Mexicana Society held its 15* Anniversary Installation of Officers
Dinner at the Arrowhead Country Club, San Bernardino with Mary Zaneski,
Director-External Affairs, Pacific Bell as Mistress of Ceremonies.. Pictured above,
(r to I) Mexican Consul Juan Jose Salgado, installing officer, and new officers;
Tony Bocanegra, President, Jesse Valenzuela, Vice President, Robin Cochran,
Secretary, Glendy Avila, Treasurer and Maria Lopez, Historian.

mm

The Sinfonia Mexican Society, at its IS*
Anniversary Installation of Officers Din
ner, honored Jerry Bean for initiating a
committee in 1985 to produce and
present Mexican classical symphonies
to the region, the committee now known
as the Sinfonia Mexicana Society. Esther
Mata, right, representing the SMS, pre
sented a plaque and resolution to Bean
for his contribution to SMS. Congress
man Joe Baca, Senator Nell Soto and
Bea Cortez, representing Assemblyman
John Longville also presented Bean with
resolutions.

Refugio (Ernie) Gomez was honored
by the Sinfonia Mexicana Society at
its 15* Anniversary Installatiion of Of
ficers Dinner for 50 years in the music
profession, as teacher, organizer of the
Canto Bello Chorale and volunteer

I-800-ACS-2345 www.cancer.org
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ACCOUNT CLERK II
$2,552.00 PER MONTH and is 8 hours per day, 12 months per year.
REQUIREMENTS:
High school diploma or equivalent preferable with courses in
bookkeeping, accounting and business practices and office procedures,
VERIFICATION OF HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA, A GED
CERTIFICATE, OR TRANSCRIPTS SHOWING GRADUATION
MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF APPLICATION;
two years of increasingly responsible experience in fiscal record keeping
and reporting involving manual and computer assisted processes;
40 WPM typing from clear copy; and valid California driver’s license;
THE POSITION WILL BE OFFERED TO THE SUCCESSFUL
APPLICANT CONTINGENT UPON PASSING
A PRE-PLACEMENT PHYSICAL EXAMINATION and
CONTINGENT UPON RECEIPT OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT
OF JUSTICE INFORMATION INDICATING THAT THE
APPLICANT IS NOT PROHIBITED FROM BEING EMPLOYED.
Qualified applicants must file a District application and submit it, by
mail or in person on or before 4:00 p.m. Wednesday, October 4,2000
at the Rialto Unified School District, 182 E. Walnut Ave., Rialto, CA.
RESUMES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED IN LIEU OF
THE APPLICATION (909) 820-7700.

choir director in his parish. Mary
Chavez, at right, presented the plaque
for the SMS.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
“THE RIALTO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT IS A DRUG-FREE,
TOBACCO-FREE WORKPLACE”

A Surprise Welcome

_______ _______

Inland Empire Hispanic News
POPULAR ANNOUNCER AND
ACTIVIST RECEIVES SURPRISE WELCOME
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mental in establishing a food bank that
fed hundreds of people every month.
As a result of the buyout of KCAL,

Continued from Page 1

Alfredo Gonzalez, popular radio announcer
and community activist, was greeted at a sur
prise welcoming reception at Casa Ramona.
Approximately 75 friends became reac
quainted with Gonzalez after an absence of
six years from the Inland Empire.

Photo by lEHN

community united and marched across
town to the school board meetings.
“Guess what, Alfredo was right with
us with microphone in hand, urging us
to fight the decisions of the board,”
She added that Alfredo would in
vite the community to the radio sta
tion to speak on important issues fac
ing the community. “And he also in
vited us to speak on the college tele
vision program, Impacto, that Judy
Valles (San Bernardino Mayor Judy
Valles) and he originated at Valley
College.” He later worked with Maria
Elena Garcia-Shorett on the same pro
gram.
Estrada recalls when Cesar
Chavez called for support from the
Inland Empire, a total day of activi
ties were planned, culminating with
Mass at the Placita Park. “Alfredo
was in the forefront with his micro
phone through all those activities.”
The Alfredo Gonzalez story begins
in San Pedro, State of Coahuila,
where he was bom. He attended the
University of Nuevo Leon, where he
studied engineering. He came to the
United States in 1955, working in constmction in the City of Pomona. In
1957, he worked for United Insurance
as an agent and simultaneously
worked as a writer for the “El

Espectador” newspaper. In 1958,
“Candy” Mendoza, well-known edu
cator and radio personality, gave
Gonzalez his first job as radio an
nouncer for KCOS in Ontario. In
1959, he left KCOS and began his
career as an announcer with the local
KCAL radio station.
During a 35 year career at KCAL,
he held the positions of program di
rector, station manager, sales manager
and in 1990, he was appointed vice
president.
In 1963, he married the former
Henrietta Gonzalez (same last name)
and became the parents of two daugh
ters, Veronica and Angela, both at
tending Our lady of Guadalupe School
and Aquinas High School.
During his tenure with KCAL,
Gonzalez became actively involved
within the communities of the Inland
Empire, volunteering his time, finances
and skills to organize numerous
fundraisers, community activities and
resolve issues facing the Hispanic
community.
He was actively involved with the
Kennedy campaign in 196land for
many years, supported the late Con
gressman George Brown.
His biggest contributions included
the various parishes in the region. He
was elected for three terms as presi
dent of Our Lady of Guadalupe
School, working close with the legend
ary Monsignor Nunez, and was named
one of four Extraordinary Ministers
for the church; and with KCAL staff
and local performers, raised funds for
St. Edward’s Church in Moreno Val
ley, St. Anthony’s Church in Casa
Blanca, the Fiestas Rancheras at Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Riverside and
Christ the King in San Bernardino.
Gonzalez was also involved with
many community-based organizations,
including Casa Ramona, Boys and
Girls Club, Riverside Hispanic Cham
ber of Commerce, Inland Empire His
panic Chamber of Commerce,
Kiwanis Club of Greater San Bernar
dino, San Bernardino Visitors and
Convention Bureau, Welfare Depart
ment with Lupita Beltran; and with the
KCAL staff, where they were instru

fredo Gonzalez, second from left, poses with the planning committee that orgazed a surprise reception in his honor at Casa Ramona. Left to right, Esther Estrada,
onzalez, Maria Elena Garcia-Shorett, Frances Ramirez, Marta Brown and Steve
arcia.
.
Photo by lEHN
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Valles.
‘There are many stories and com
mentaries that can be said of Alfredo
and we can never know how many
persons he touched with his generos
ity and unselfishness. When he left
our valley, we were all left a little
poorer than we were then. He was,
and is, an institution to all of us and
left some big shoes for someone to
fill.
“All we can say is thank you,
Alfredo Gonzalez, for all that your
contributions to our community. We
are eternally grateful”.

Alfredo Gonzalez was greeted warmly by
long-time friend Mary Lou De La Torre at
a surprise reception at Casa Ramona.
Photo by lEHN

Gonzalez left the area, moving to
Baldwin Park, where he has resided
with his daughter, Veronica. He has
continued his involvement in the His
panic community and since 1997, dedi
cated himself to teaching English as a
Second Language (ESL) and citizen
ship classes. Working with the
Baldwin Hills School District, he reads
to 2"‘‘, 3"* and 4“’ graders at Margaret
Heath Elementary School. He further
tutors and assists new citizens, ex
plaining the importance of voting and
encouraging involvement in their com
munities.
In 1999, Gonzalez was named “All
American Citizen” representing
Baldwin Park, where he received an
award from Los Angles Supervisor
Gloria Molina and Art Linkletter at the
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion in Los
Angeles.
Gonzalez is very proud of his two
daughters, Veronica and Angela, both
teachers and his grandchildren, Nicho
las, 15, and Alyssa, 12.
At the welcoming ceremony,
Gonzalez was presented with a an
“Outstanding Community Service
Award” from the Casa Ramona
Board of Directors and the Hispanic
Community and resolutions from As
semblyman John Longville, Supervi
sor Jerry Eaves and Mayor Judith

Alfredo Gonzalez poses with Frances
Ramirez, a member of the planning com
mittee, at the surprise reception for the
popular radio announcer.
Photo by lEHN

The Latino Impact, a political
action committee, is inviting the
public to an “Amigos de Jerry
Eaves” reception to be held on
Tuesday, October 3, 2000 at the
Gents Community Center, 1462
Art Townsend Drive, San Bernar
dino, from 5:30 to 7:00 PM. Food,
music and entertainment will be
available. Individual admis
sion is $25 and sponsorship is
$250. Make checks payable to
Latino Impact, I.D.#901353,1558,
N. Waterman Ave., Ste. D, San
Bernardino, CA 92404. No cash.
RSVP (909) 381-6259 by Monday,
October I**. For Information Call
(909)381-6259

COUNTY SUPERVISORS AND THE SMALL
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION HOSTING A
SBA LOAN SEMINAR FOR VETERANS.
The San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors, along with the
U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) are sponsoring a
“Veteran’s Pre-Qualification SBA Loan Seminar.” This free financial
seminar is scheduled for Wednesday, October 18, 2000, 5:30 PM.
At the Jerry L. Pettis Memorial VA Medical Center - at the Audi
torium (first floor), 11201 Benton Street in Loma Linda, CA.
This event will help veterans-owned businesses by providing them with
a “one-stop” seminar to leam step-by-step the pre-qualification SB A loan
process, the participation of the County of San Bernardino as a SBA
Intermediary Pre-qualification Loan Provider, and about other govern
ment below-market interest rate to start or expand a business.
There is no cost to attend but immediate registration is required. Please
REGISTER immediately by calling the County of San Bernardino Office
of Small Business Develo^entat (909) 387-8279
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MALDEF REGIONAL COUNSEL THOMAS A.
SAENZ RECEIVES 2000 JACK BERMAN
AWARD OF ACHIEVEMENT FOR
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO THE
PROFESSION AND THE PUBLIC
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SEEKING SOCIAL JUSTICE FROM ALL
ANGLES: ALFREDO FIGUEROA
By: Jessica Carney
Continued from Page 6

He even took his songs to perform
before the National Park Service and
Smithsonian Institute Festival of
American
Folklore in 1976.
State Bar of California/California Young Lawyers Association
Alfredo’s songs tell the tales of his
Proposition 187, the anti-immigrant* heritage, a heritage he continues to
initiative that would have denied vir seek through genealogy work and re
tually all public services to undocu search.
The peace and dignity journey
mented immigrants. Its defeat was a
In* 1998, Alfredo began an effort
major victory for the entire Latino
he
named
the Peace and Dignity Jour
community.
ney,
along
with the help of the Colo
Bom and raised in Southern Cali
rado
River
Native Nations Alliance,
fornia, Saenz is a summa cum laude
graduate of Yale University, from the Indigenous Native People’s Alli
which he also received his law degree. ance and the Save Ward Valley Coa
He also teaches a course in civil rights lition.
On board a bus adorned with pro
litigation each spring at the Univer
sity of Southern California Law Cen test banners and running alongside,
ter. Saenz was also recently recog protestors traveled 340 miles to try to
nized as one of five local Heroes of halt the proposed nuclear dump, lo
the Year 2000 for Hispanic Heritage cated 18 miles from the Colorado
Thomas Saenz was recently awarded
Month by KCET-TV and Union Bank River.
the 2000 Jack Berman Award of
“The prayers from these runs con
of California.
Achievement for distinguished service to
the legal profession and public.
The Jack Berman Award is presented
annually to a young lawyer (first five
The Mexican American Legal
years
of active State Bar membership
Defense and Educational Fund
or
age
36 and under) who has pro
(MALDEF) announced that its Los
vided
outstaiiding
service to the legal
Angeles Regional Counsel, Thomas
A. Saenz, received the 2000 Jack profession and public, and dedication
Berman Award of Achievement for to issues of concern to new and young
distinguished service to the profession lawyers.
The award was presented at a re
and public. Saenz has stepped to the
ception
during the State Bar Annual
forefront as one of California’s lead
ing civil rights attorneys, and has Meeting in San Diego, California.
A national organization, MALDEF
championed efforts in affirmative ac
promotes
and protects the civil rights
tion, employment discrimination, edu
of
Latinos
through advocacy, commu
cation equity, day labor rights, as well
as many other Latino civil rights is nity education and outreach, leader
sues. He was MALDEF’s lead coun ship development, higher education
scholarships and, when necessary,
sel in the successful legal challenge
through the legal system.
to the constitutionality of California’s

tinue with the struggle we face as in
digenous peoples,” read a peace and
dignity journey pamphlet. ‘The Ward
Valley Run is a continuance of the
prayer that began in 1992 to bring
unity, to bring peace and dignity, to
defend and protect our sacred mother
earth and to bring hope to future gen
erations.”
While the 1998 journey success
fully me their objective, Alfredo and
his son Jose carry on the journeys, this
year, venturing from Alaska to Blythe.
Alfredo and Jose say the journey is a
spiritual, cultural and historical tradi
tion.
Alfredo says his mission exceeds
national boundaries as his struggle
relates to uniting humanity:
“Nationalism is a thing of the past. If
we are going to have progress ... they
are going to have to knock those
fences down. La Raza means the
human race. Among all, we do all for
the benefit of all.”
'

Simple Steps
to Savings
The POWER WATCH is on!

Follow these simple steps to do your part and
conserve energy this summer.

NORTE VISTA, LA SIERRA STUDENTS WIN
RIVERSIDE PUBLIC UTILITIES’ ART
CONTEST
Jennifer Wardle of Norte Vista
High School and Jeremy Barrigan of
La Sierra High School were chosen
as the winners of Riverside Public
Utilities’ (RPU) Second Annual
Bottled Water Label Art Contest.
The art contest was held in conjunction with the RPU’s Splash Into
Cash water giveaway program for
local high schools. The Splash into
Cash program offers Riverside high
schools free bottled water which can
be used to support school events or
be sold to help raise funds for school
programs.
Riverside Public Utilities will give
away over 19,500 bottles of water to
help support the high schools this year.
Winners for the art contest were
chosen in two categories: General Art,

Wardle; and Riverside’s Citrus Heritage, Barrigan. Each student will receive $250 and a special recognition
certificate given out by Riverside’s
Board of Public Utilities at their meeting September 15. Additionally, each
student’ artwork will be featured on
10,000 bottles of water to be used in
the Splash into Cash giveaway this
year.
The Utility will also honor La
Sierra’s art teacher Jeff Ribaudo and
Norte Vista’s art teacher Diane
Gritton with $50 gift certificates to a
local art supply store.
Riverside Public Utilities is a Con
sumer-owned water and electric utility which provides services to over
90,000 customers within the city of
Riverside.

At Home
• Set thermostats to 78 degrees or higher
• Cool the house with fans

'

• Avoid using appliances during peak hours

At Work
• Set thermostats to 80 degrees or higher

-

„

• Turn off all non-essential appliances
• Reduce lighting and cooling in un-occupied areas

We’ll help you save money this summer and all year round.

For more information on energy conservation.

RIVERSIDE

contact Riverside Public Utilities Marketing
Communications at 909-826-5518 or visit our
website at www.ci.riverside.ca.us/utilities.

,t900 Main Strccl
Riverside, C^A 92S22

/
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HATE CRIME ISSUE GAINING LOCAL AND
NATIONAL ATTENTION
By: Jessica Carney
Continued from Page 1

Mary Figueroa, Riverside Community
College District Board of Trustees mem
ber and Attorney General’s Civil Rights
Commission on Hate Crime member, was
a panel speaker at the recent Hate Crime
hearings in Riverside. Figueroa was a
previous member of the Riverside Hu
man Relations Commission and serves
on numerous community boards.
Photo by lEHN

Rosales says the Human Rights
Commissions are working with the
Mexican Consulate, Hispanic organi
zations and local Spanish radio sta
tions to provide information on how
to report hate crimes.
“We have to provide support to the
victims,” says Mary Figueroa, a mem
ber of the Attorney General’s Civil
Rights Commission on Hate Crimes.
“Many are reticent to law enforce
ment. They are hesitant to bring at
tention to not being documented im
migrants. We have to say, ‘it’s okay
to come forward and it’s not your
fault.”
She added:
“Let’s now take this message out to
the individual agencies. The Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce and those
agencies that have contact with the
Hispanic community.”

Residents of San Bernardino and
Riverside counties gathered Thursday,
September 14 at the Riverside County
Office of Education to discuss the is
sue with the State of California At
torney General’s Civil Rights Com
mission on Hate Crimes and the Hu
man Rights Commissions of the Cit
ies of Riverside and San Bernardino.

Steve Figueroa, left, MAPA representa
tive and Alfredo Figueroa, UCR Chicano
Student Studies director, listened to panel
members and audience commentaries
at the recent Hate Crime Hearing in Riv
erside.
Photo by lEHN

Department to form the West Inland
Empire Coalition Against Hate
(WIECAH), according to Rosales
who serves on the committee.
“We have now developed a network

in the Inland Empire set up to edu
cate the public,” explained Rosales.
“Now our second phase is to work
with the various school districts in this
area. Our third phase will be to de
velop protocols for community-based
organizations like Rape-Crisis centers
and groups that deal with minorities
to let the people know what a hate
crime is and to encourage victims to
report it. We want to establish com
munity-based organizations as support
groups for victims of hate crimes.”
Thursday’s forum was just the begin
ning, says Rosales. WIECAH will
hold more forums at the local level as
well as forums for grade school stu
dents.
“We know that the more you provide
information, the more they will know
how to access the information, how
to help victims and how to notify the
authorities.”

ADVERTISE
IN THE
INLAND EMPIRE
HISPANIC NEWS

San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Depart
ment Deputy Tony Hernandez (left) and
Community Liaison Norman Nunez, rep
resenting the Public Affairs Office, listen
to speakers and comments during the
Hate Crime Hearings in the City of River
side.
Photo by lEHN

After his son was beaten seven
times
by Arian-nation gangs, Mexican
Juan Jose Salgado, Mexican Consul
General in San Bernardino, jistens to' American Political Association
speakers at the recent Hate Crime Hear (MAPA) national vice president
ings held in the City of Riverside. The Of
fice of the Mexican Consul was one of Steven Figueroa said he knew he had
the many sponsors of the Hearings and to get behind the hate crime aware
of interest to that office regarding incidents
to the Mexican immigrant population. ness movement.
Photo by lEHN
“Hate crimes occur in many ways.
‘This indicates that the subject of We have to be vigilant,” Steven
hate crimes is a subject of importance Figueroa warned the crowd. “It’s bad.
to the communities in the Inland Em It was worse. We hope that with con
pire,” said Riverside community rela tinued dialogue it will get better.”
tions administrator Javier Rosales of With a promise to put his law enforce
the forum’s turnout - 182 people. ment team behind the new hate crime
“Hate crimes are a national problem. mandates. Riverside County’s Under
They occur in schools, communities, sheriff Bob Doyle pledged, “to eradi
churches and synagogues, against the cate hate crimes, increase awareness,
gay community, senior citizens and the reporting and prosecution.”
disabled.”
“We hope the human aspect of put
For Hispanics, especially those ting a face with a badge will make it
who are new to this country, Rosales easier for people to report hate
says, “theirs is a complex burden.”
crimes,” he continued. “Hatred and
A special concern for the Hispanic prejudice cannot be tolerated in our
community is that many hate crimes communities and it will not be toler
against Hispanics go unreported, ex ated by our sheriff’s department.”
plained Rosales.- “(Hispanics) come Law enforcement joined the effort to
from a culture where they feel that reduce hate crime in March of this
law enforcement is not responsive to year when they teamed up with the
their needs. In (U.S.) culture, we City of Riverside Human Resources
pride ourselves on equality of law.”

Just a fiiendly reminder.
WE ALL MAKE A DIFFERENCE

S^nAeuA^-^JiAcA;..^nC'.
www.bMraspontlble.com
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CASA DEL SOL TOWNHOUSE
(909) 874-5364
REMODELED WITH GAS STOVE
2& 3 BDRM/ 1-1/2 BATH
ENCLOSED PATIOS, CLOSE TO BUS STOP,
AAARKET AND SCHOOL BUS PICK- UP.
GAS, WATER/TRASH PAID FOR.
REMODELADOS CON ESTUFA DE GAS
2&3RMCCON1-1/2BANO
Y PATIOS ENCERADOS.
CERCADE PARADA DE CAMION, MERCADO,
ESCUELAS ACCESIBLES

AIR QUALITY
SPECIALIST
(Transportation Program)
$4,806 - $5,954 Per Month
AQMD (Diamond Bar, CA)
Assignments include
evaluating employee commute
reduction and emissions
reduction programs; analyzing
a variety of transportation
issues related to air quality
management; and other duties
as required. Degree in public/
business administration,
transportation/urban
planning, environmental/
physical science, or related
fields and two years of exp.
in transportation, urban or
environmental planning, or
related. The best candidates
will have knowledge of
emissions and impact
analysis tools; transportation
system management and
planning; and air pollution
rules and regulations.
Apply by October 13,2000
For application package,
access http://www.aqmd.gov,
send e-mail to hr@aqmd.gov,
or call (909) 396-2800
Office hours are
7 -5:30 Tuesday - Friday

A message from Caiifornia Department of Health Services funded
by the U.S. Dept, of Agriculture Department of Public Health
Nutrition Program Human Services System County of San Ber
nardino Project LEAN and the Nutrition Network Grant #99-85867

CARPINTERIA
DE MUEBLES FINOS
Solicita Personal
Con 0 sin experiencia tal como
Lijadores, Operadores de
maquina, Ensambladores y
Talladores. T urnos de 6:00 am
A 4:30 pm y de 4:30 pm A 3:00
am 4 dias por semana.
Aplique en persona de 7:00
am A 5:00 pm de lunes a
viernes.
OAKWOOD INTERIORS
1333 SOUTH BON VIEW AVE
ONTARIO, CA 91761
(909) 930-3500 EXT 525

BARTER EXCHANGE
Additional Business Through Bartering
The Personal Touch

®
^

Attention business Owners!

^
How wouid you iike
more CASH in your pocket?

• Over 150 Barter Members • Barter the needs for your business •

• Personal • Legal • Landscaping • Medical • Corporate gifts • Advertising
• Photography • Auto Expense • Catering •TV’s/Appliances Etc....
l\ow doesn’t that sound GREAT? Interested

(909) 881-6131 & 6132 • FAX (909) 881-6133
Ask for Joseph, Julie, Maryann, or Tony

15 YEARS IN BUSINESS

LAS PALMAS ESTATE

(909) 381-5598

IMPROVE YOUR FAMILY’S
FINANCES

REMODELADOS
1RECM CON ESTUFA, Y ALBERCA
COMENSANDO $400.00 POR MES
GRAN ESPECIAL PARA MUDARSE.
LLAMEAHORA

Overwhelmed by debt?
Nonprofit service that helps
you get out of debt.
No loans.

Cocktail & Food
Waitresses Needed

•

Ruben's Villa Restaurant
8i Cocktail Lounge

•

Apply between: 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
OR 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Closed Wednesdays

•

1293 W. 5th Street
San Bernardino, CA (909) 888-7921

IN TWO SHORT
YEARS WITH US,
YOUR VALUE WILL
REALLY GROW.
A two-year enlistment
in the Army is all it takes to
become more valuable to
employers. Because the
two years after training you
spend as a member of an
Army team will give you
discipline, maturity and
the ability to work with
others—the qualities that
will help you build a good
career in a worthwhile
job. You might even be
eligible for an enlistment
bonus of up to $5,000.
Find out how you can
make this solid investment
in your future and maybe
even earn a bonus. Talk to
your local Army Recruiter
today.

(909) 885-5664
(909) 783-2767
(909) 877-9770
ARMY.
BE ALL YOU CAN be:
www.goarmy.com

Fast, private service by
phone
Stop collection calls Confidential
One low monthly
payment

Start getting out of debt TODAY!
Call Concord Credit

1-888-454-2381
codel609

JUflflf
POllO
BEST
The

Tasting Chicken

BUY 2
WHOLE
CHICKENS
FOR

1199 r;

ir

ICLUDEST
2 WHOLE CHICKENS,
Choice of 20 Corn
Or Flower Tortillas & llfl. oz
of Hot or Mild Salsa
Not valid on catering or party orders. May not
be combined with any other offers. Limit 2
orders per customer. Exp 9-29-00

ROLL ON DOWN
TO JUAN POLLO!
Fontana

San Bernardino

427-8960
Highland

885-5598
Redlands

9141 Citrus Ave.
(Citrus & Fontana Rd.)

3553 E.Fliqhland Ave.
(Highland & Palm)

1256 W. 5th street
(at Ml Vernon)

802 W. Colton Ave.
(Colton & Texas)

864-5381
793-3885
New Highland

1014 E. Highland Ave.
(Across Perris Hill Park, Next to Pizza Hut)

881-4191

